Earth observation systems and citizen scientists
tackle urban environmental hazards

Through the use of earth observations both remotesensing and in-situ techniques, new opportunities are
being created for citizens to become involved in
monitoring their urban environment and thus
contributing to preventing threats and economic loss
that could affect millions of inhabitants. In particular,
this session reviews the role of global earth
observations (GEO) in the context of recent events
that have had an impact on cities, such as smog in
Paris and Brussels, the Saharan sand cloud in London
and disruptions of city traffic by ash from far-off
volcanoes.
The session will explore how earth observations can
bring about a better assessment of these events,
helping to predict and mitigate their impact. It will
also present examples of longer-term urban
development as viewed from space or through the
integration of space and in-situ data.
The concept of Citizens' Observatories and their
added value in the context of GEO will be explored,
showing how the layperson can contribute. The
speakers will look at the possible return in terms of
innovation and resource savings; the extent to which
the involvement of citizens will contribute to
delivering better and more transparent assessments;
how citizens can become engaged in caring for their
urban environment; and the contribution citizens can
make to environmental policy and sustainable urban
management.
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